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Himalaya glaciers and Dependence on natural resource extraction
(Ramesh,2012:xix)

To quote Jairam Ramesh:

I am convinced that acting on climate change is a national
priority — we need to act, for our own sake, not because of
or for the sake of anyone else. We need an aggressive
domestic agenda that addresses these vulnerabilities—an
agenda that produces substantive policy action in the
short as well as medium term and an agenda that is
delinked from progress in international negotiations.
(Ramesh,2012:xx)

But India formed three 'non negotiables' i.e. no legally binding
emission reduction cut, no 'peaking year' and last no scrutiny of
unsupported mitigating actions. India realised that now is the time
to form new alliances in order to balance with shift it had gone in
climate change's policy. For that India synchronized with BASIC
group and opposed the US position to let newly industrialized
countries Brazil, South Africa, India and China (BASIC) to accept
the mitigation commitments on similar grounds as for north. The
north, particularly US, has always wanted to replace Kyoto
Protocol with new framework which will treat all countries on an
impartial basis. This attempt of North has been heavily criticized
by the BASIC countries and all other developing countries as this
replacement would leave the negotiations at the spot where it
begun and would zero all the progress made in climate
negotiations since then. The shift in India's climate diplomacy has
been described as 'Current negotiating positions reflect a
balancing exercise between its traditional ‘constraint driven'
approach and the new globalist 'aspiration driven' stance pursued
by several political actors.' (Atteridge, 2012:69)

The logic behind shift could also be awareness regarding the
climate change issue and high vulnerability of India to it, Alliance
with United States, and 'fear of isolation'. The global media put
pressure on India portraying it as the problem child of the
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international negotiations on climate change. The bellwether of
mainstream global opinion, The Economist (2009), labeled India
‘obdurate’ and clubbed India with America and Russia as obstacles
toaglobal deal.

On shiftin India's Climate Change policy, Dubash has rightly
argued that

While exhuming the past can be illustrative, and even
entertaining, it is now perhaps time to look forward and
anticipate how a principled approach, strategic vision,
political acumen and technical expertise can be better
combined in India's negotiating approach. (Dubash
&Rajamani, 2014).

India and New Climate Concerns

Showing the shift in climate change policy Jairam Ramesh hinted
that the voluntary commitments are not enough and countries
should take on legal responsibility for greenhouse gases emission
reduction year. India played an important role in overpassing the
division between developing and developed countries on several
issues. He gave a plenary address on position that 'all countries
must take on binding commitments in an appropriate legal form'
(Ramesh, 2010). Even if India talked about commitments on the
part of developing countries but still keeping in view the
distinction under CBDR principle.”The US, the EU and other
developed countries regarded this separation as having been left
behind at Copenhagen, which marked the first time both
developed and developing countries signed up under a single
agreementto curb their emissions'(Harvey, 2013). Indiaalong with
like-minded developing countries (LMDCs) alerted the COP to
reaffirm the faith in distinction between the 'developed' and
'developing' countries and made all agreements on the basis of
original UNFCCC document of 1992 as well as text of Kyoto
protocol of 1997 by which developed world has historic
responsibility of GHGs emissions and has prime responsibility to
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remove GHGs from earth's atmosphere.India robustly carried on
to preserve the distinction between developed and developing
countries in the INDCs® according to the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities (CBDR) enshrined in the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) under
which the climate negotiations are taking place. India along with
other developing countries has pointed out that there are no
serious commitments on the part of developed world so as to give
financial support as well technological support. Not only this, the
draft text of proposed agreement diluted the CBDR principle
based on which negotiations are taking place.

India strengthened its status as leader of global south as Lima
talks led to new fervor in form of G-77 and the Like Minded
Developing Countries groupings that too before the much awaited
Paris deal. India successfully managed to bring the mention of
CBDR principle in the text which was earlier missing. But lacuna
remained in the form of the clause 'in light of different national
circumstances' added to this basic principle which has been picked
up by the US- China deal happened around the same time. It
would adulterate the CBDR principle hence commitments on the
part of developed countries. Harjeet Singh, International Manager
for Climate Change and Resilience at ActionAid International said:
'This totally compromises the position of developing countries.
Differentiation is at the heart of climate negotiations. Developing
countries might have to repent for letting this clause pass.' (The
Indian Express, December 14, 2014) Various climate groups and
expert were unhappy about the outcome of the Lima describing it
as'weak'and'unjust'.

India was projected as stumbling block by US in the framing of
the universal agreement at Paris even before the inaugural of COP-

21. In response to this idea, Environment Minister Prakash
Javedkar has said

®Intended Nationally Determined Contributions, or INDCs were projected to be forming the
part of new international agreement, defined as the pledges made by developed as well as
developing countries to reduce GHGs emissions
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India cannot be bullied. You can't bully India, the message
isclear. Developed countries need to provide carbon space
to developing countries. (Sharma,2015a)

However India's main concerns at the Paris talks were
differentiation and finance. Whereas G-77 plus China including
India strongly projected the belief in the UNFCCC document and
need to structure the draft text on its line only. On differentiation
issue, PM Modi made a point that "While batting for differentiation
between developed and developing nations in combating climate
change, it is clear that India will not be on the back foot as far as its
expanding use of coal is concerned' (Sharma, 2015b). He further
stressed that climate change is not the product of developing
world but that of industrialized countries which have eaten up
beyond their share of carbon space. But still the developing
countries like India have to face the climate risks prone to farmers,
coastline, changes in weather patterns and the intensity of natural
disasters. In addition to this, it hammered the developed world
about the commitment of $100bn of financial support to
developing countries and focused on unfulfilled promises made in
terms of finance as well as technological support. As a result of all
the efforts put in by Indiaand LMDCs, the differentiation principle
has found explicit mention in all the pillars of action in the
agreement and also two concepts ‘climate justice' and 'sustainable
lifestyles' have been located in the preamble of the text. The then
environment minister received the final draft as 'balanced’ and all
the issues taken up by Indiawere resolved.

India demanded for climate justice in the form of receiving
finances from developed countries which they have promised but
not yet delivered at COP-22 at Marrakech. It informed that it has
already started working on its NDCs and it requires an amount of
$2.5tn to implement these targets well. India stressed developed
countries at Marrakech to make sure that $100 bn be provided to
developing countries every year. The pressure put by India is due
to the reason that only $2bn contributions have been made so far.
Salaheddine Mezouar, President of COP-22, described this
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conferenceasan

opportunity to make the voices of the most vulnerable
countries to climate change heard, in particular African
countries and island states. It is urgent to act on these
issues linked to stability and security. COP-22 will be one
of action. (Zhang & Pfeiffer, 2016)

India took a step ahead from the leader of developing countries
and emerged as a global leader on the issue of climate change. It
presented draft framework agreement for the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) under which both developed as well as developing
countries will work to channelize the solar power as an alternative
energy. This initiative by India has proved to be success as 121
countries have joined and affirmed their faith in the idea of
harnessing sunshine.

Further, India showed its diplomatic skills when it managed to
become the part of the group which is last to freeze HFCs use in
Kigali.” According to Lekha Sridhar, a policy analyst with the
Council on Energy, Environment and Water, 'India gets to
participate in a positive global climate action, while gaining time to
allow its heating, ventilation and air-conditioning sectors to grow
and refrigerant manufacturers to find a comfortable route to
transition and cost of alternatives to fall.' (Koshy, 2016) After the
agreement India's Environment minister said 'We were flexible,
accommodative and ambitious. The world is one family and as a
responsible member of the global family, we played our part to
support and nurture this agreement.' (Dave, 2016) This statement
shows the ability of Indian diplomacy to get deals done in their
favors for their own interests and simultaneously projecting India
as an accountable member working rigoursly for a better
agreement.

’In Kigali agreement 2016, three groups of all countries are formed with dissimilar timelines
to reduce HFC emissions. The third group of which India is a part will only be freezing HFC
use by 2028
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Although COP-23 at Bonn was aimed to set in motion the
preparations for the implementation of the Paris Agreement but
binary between developed countries and developing countries
was not imperceptible. As the developed countries wanted to keep
the segregation between pre-2020 commitments and post-2020
commitments so as to keep them safe from the pre-2020 i.e. Kyoto-
Il commitments but India as a part of Like-Minded Developing
Countries (LMDCs) were hell bent so that these commitments are
not incoherent as response to climate change issue. On this, the
diplomatic skills of Indiaand LMDCs worked and the suggestions
proposed by them found their mention in final decision text at
Bonn. The argument of India was based on the logic that 'Failure by
developed countries to act on previous COP decisions will
undermine the integrity of the UNFCCC process and unduly
burden the developing countries to do more than their fair share in
the post2020era.’ (Gol, 2017)

The pre-2020 commitments are crucial for the success of Paris
Agreement as the earlier will provide clearer picture to developed
countries for their emission assessments as well as the kind of role
needs to be played by them to support the developing countries so
that they did not reach the emission levels similar to them. At the
other level, PM Modi has shown that India is very much concerned
about the climate change issue and Paris is just a step to deal with it
and not an end in India's climate change policy. 'We must leave for
our future generations a climate wherein they can breathe clean air
and have a healthy life' (Vishnoi & Chaudhary, 2017). As a part of
International Solar Alliance (ISA), India has increased its capacity
of renewable energy to 11.3 GW in achieving its goal of 175 GW of
renewable energy capacity by 2022. It would be right to point out
that 'India stands on the cusp of an energy revolution.'(Walter,
2017)

The kind of position taken by India in COP-23 at Bonn
continues to COP-24 at Katowice. Here also India gave strong
statement on climate action based on equity and climate justice.
India pressed on the developed countries to give stock take on pre-
2020 commitments and respect these commitments for proper
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initiation to Paris Agreement. Along with this, India stressed that
the equilibrium created between the developed and developing
countries in Paris Agreement is fragile and it should not be
disturbed by diluting the CBDR-RC principle. Hence it was quite
evidentthat the Paris Deal was 'non-negotiable.’

India showed its proactivity on climate change issue by
showecasing the voluntary targets achieved by the country early
thanrequired. As stated in official statement, "Indiais guided by its
own values and belief in sustainable lifestyles which respects
nature, evident from the fact that our share in cumulative historical
global GHG emissions is only about 3 percent and our per capita
emissions are just about one-third of global average" (Gol, 2018).
During the statement at COP-24, India emphasized on the
successful enforcement of treaty on ISA as result of signatures by
71 countries and ratification by 48 countries and the United
Nations' 'Champion of the Earth Award® conferred to India's PM
Narendra Modi for his contribution towards the issue of climate
change. In continuation to these efforts by PM Modi in the form of
ISA, a joint statement was issued by India and France in August
2019 during PM's visit to France. Out of 34 paragraphs of the
statement, 9 were dedicated to the climate change issues. It
incorporated the commitments on the part of both the countries to
‘enhanced climate actions, their support for new low-carbon
technologies, and their ongoing efforts to accelerate development
and deployment of renewable energy'(Sinha, 2019). The two
countries also decided to frame new plans to curb their GHGs
emissions for longer period from 30 to 50 years. As far as India is
concerned, a longer- term planning is the latest approach to deal
the climate change.

India is doing so much on climate change as discussed in
previous section yet it turned down the 'new asks* from UNSG. In
response to this, a discussion paper was made public by Gol in
which it outrightly rejected any more actions as a part of

® The highest environmental award of United Nations.
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developing countries as India has development as its imperative
and has already achieved its targets for emission reduction. In the
discussion paper, India has raised the role of developed countries
to fulfill the net zero emissions as desired by UNSG and targeted
them for their inefficiency in providing climate fund and
technology transfer for developing countries. In response to the
urgency given to the climate action, India has demanded that 'the
same urgency will have to be seen in the scope, scale and speed of
climate finance, without which the world cannot achieve the
objectives of the Convention and Paris Agreement'. (Gol, 2019: 20)
India again made the same point at recent COP-25 at Madrid
where in it put pressure on the developed country by linking its
climate action to the actions that of developed countries itself. 'It
argued that unless a stocktaking exercise of the fulfillment of
various pre-2020 commitments by developed countries (such as
those made at Copenhagen, Cancun and Kyoto) showed that they
were making significant progress, India would not raise its climate
ambition for its next round of Paris Agreement targets due in
2020'(Subramanian, 2019).

Ontheone hand, Indiais putting pressure on developed world
to stick to pre-2020 commitments as well in addition to post-2020
targets. Thus maintaining the distinction between developed
countries and developing countries as the leader of the South. On
the other hand, India is acting as a global leader where it is even
going beyond Paris Agreement in fulfilling emission targets to
show the world the kind of power and capacity it holds at global
level. India has represented the case of developing countries with
same vigor as earlier even if it is accomplishing its emission
reduction commitments.

° In September, 2019, a special climate action summit was convened by UN Secretary
General (UNSG) Antonio Guterres to push the countries to increase climate action to
another level.
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Conclusion

India's policy on climate change has constantly been characterized
by equity, historical responsibility (that of developed world),
'differentiation’ in the form of common but differentiated
responsibilities i.e. CBDR principle, sticking to the original
UNFCCC document and financial support (to the developing
countries). Thus India rejected any emission reduction targets in
view of its developing character and continually pressed for
responsibility of developed countries for problem of climate
change.

Year 2009 can be considered as watershed in India's policy on
climate change. Earlier to this, India acted as leader of developing
countries. It was a constant period in terms of India's climate
change policy because of varied reasons like 'domestic consensus',
‘traditional bureaucracy', dormant North. India used this period
well as it bought time for pursuing development as 'latecomer’ in
process of industrialization.

Post 2009, India had to loosen its stand on Climate change due
to its 'global status' and emerging nature of its economy as it has
forever talked about the equity principle. But at the same time
India has persisted with the ideas of CBDR, historic responsibility
and financial support of developing countries. India has strongly
advocated the case of developing countries in all climate
negotiations and never vacated its place as leader of these
countries.

Even if there is change in India's policy post 2009, India still
managed to get in the list of third group of countries in Kigali
agreement which have to freeze HFCs at last by 2028. This show
the impeccable diplomacy skills on the part of India at
international level whereby it is balancing its development
interests and emerging nature of its economy. India has focused on
its positives like National Solar Mission and formed International
Solar Alliance (ISA) to showecase the kind of efforts India is putting
in to deal climate change issue whereas simultaneously India is
reticent on low carbon pathways(part of Marrakech agreement) &
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has put down the lid on its rising coal usage. Thus shifting the focus
from weaknesses to strengths i.e. rising coal usage to International
Solar Alliance (ISA). The more deeper expertise in diplomatic skills
are visible during recent COPs where India, remaining the leader
of developing countries, is demonstrating its stature at
international level by fulfilling its emission reduction targets and
even going beyond that.
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Abstract

The paper ventures into shedding light on Islamophobia, causes of
its spread, and its colossal impact on Muslim societies in particular
and the world in general. It underscores Tehmina Durrani's
understanding of Islam and Islamophobia and what kind of a
society she envisions in her novels under study. The paper
dexterously puts a dividing line between Islamic and pseudo-
Islamic practices for the proper understanding of Islam and
Islamophobia. Moreover, it goes on to underline that Islam seeks to
establish a peaceful democratic society on the one hand and
Islamophobia is the result of pseudo-Islamic practices for which
Islam and its rituals are unjustifiably always blamed on the other.
Therefore, the paper comes down heavily upon the false or
pseudo-Islamic rituals of 'Muslims' in the light of Islamic
scriptures; whereby it makes it crystal clear that the pseudo-
Islamic practices are the primary causes for the rise and spread of
Islamophobia.
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Introduction

A Tehmina Durrani, one of the celebrated authors of Pakistan,
shook the very ground of deception of Muslim society of Pakistan
in particular and the world in general with her two monumental
novels- My Feudal Lord and Blasphemy. Although, phallocentric
society posed continuous threat to Durrani from the very
beginning of her career, but she defied all the threats and exposed
the supposed defender of Islam in the light of Islamic scriptures
instead. She hits hard at gross social and human rights violence,
gender inequality, and false rituals of Muslim society which are
providing ammunition to Islamophobia. She firmly believes that
manipulation of Islamic teachings has led to the rise of fear
towards Islam which is termed as “Islamophobia”. Despite
displaying the darkest and bleakest face of Muslim society
followed by its repercussion, she is confident that a justifiable
resistance in the light of Islamic teachings can help to establish a
peaceful Muslim society across the world. Apart from shedding
light on the causes and rise of Islamophobia, she also dispels
Islamophobia’'s smog from the Muslim society by basing her
argument on Qur'an and Hadith. She also paves the way for those
oppressed who underwent the hell of pseudo-Islamic practices but
never complained or raised their voice. Projecting herself as the
mouthpiece for millions of oppressed, she kindles in them the
desire to resist the oppression and assert their rights as enshrined
inIslam.

Islamophobia:

The concept of Islamophobia emerged in the 1990s and got
wider currency around the world with the publication of the
celebrated Islamophobia: a challenge for us all: report of the Runnymede
Trust Commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia (Allen,
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2010:3). Islamophobia is composed of an Arabic word Islam
(peace) and an English suffix —phobia (fear of something). Taken
together it means fear of Islam (peace). The Berkeley University in
“Islamophobia Research and Documentation project” defines
Islamophobia thus, “Islamophobia is a contrived fear or prejudice
fomented by the existing Eurocentric and Orientalist global power
structure. It is directed at the perceived or real Muslim threat. . .
(Berkeley. Edu.)™.

Putting the controversy over who used the term for the first
time apart, it is generally agreed that it was first used by Alphonse
Etienne Dinet and Sliman ben Ibrahim (an Algerian intellectual) in
their 1918 biography of Islam's Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)’.
Originally it was written in French which was later on translated
by Robin Richardson not as “Islamophobia” rather as “feeling
inimical to Islam (Allen, 2010:5).”

It is generally believed that the meaning and syntactic form
keeps on acquiring new forms with the change of time and
progress in history. For instance, the word 'Gay"' refers to people
having same sex relationship in the twentieth century whereas
earlier, it used to mean 'full of happiness (Pansegrouw, 1994:305).
Islamophobia could not escape this nature of historical
development and changes. Etymologically ‘Islamophobia’ simply
meant fear of Islam but due to this development and changes it
meant “feeling inimical to Islam” at the hands of Alphonse Etienne
Dinet and Sliman ben Ibrahim. Surprisingly, the term got
associated with terrorism following the 9/11 attacks in the United
States and such association of the term with terrorism left a long
lasting imprint on the minds of the people.

The present version of Islamophobia which the author hints at
is the outcome of the distortion, selective, and self serving
teachings of Islam by certain section of 'Muslims' under the

? Pbuh- It is an acronym which stands for 'Peace be upon him." It is used here for
Prophet Muhammad as a token of respect.
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influence of Jahiliyyah civilization. The self styled protectors and
defenders of Islam allegedly claim that Islamic teachings have
gone outdated and irrelevant to the contemporary realities.
Keeping this in view, they want to guide other Muslims of the
society in line with the Western civilization. Strangely enough,
their attempt has utterly failed and instead of incorporating the
civilization of West they fell in the trap of Jahiliyyah civilization
from which Islam has once rescued people. Chris Allen felt the
pulse of the self styled protectors of faith; hence he goes on to say,
“Islam is seen as a single monolithic bloc, static and unresponsive
tonew realities” (Allen, 1994:54).

Jahiliyyah: Understanding the concept

Jahiliyyah is an Islamic concept which refers to the days of
ignorance in pre-Islamic period. The question how the age of
Jahiliyyah could be considered a separate civilization needs to be
addressed. In this context Huntington argues, “Human history is
the history of civilizations. It is impossible to think of the
development of humanity in any other forms” (Huntington,
1996:40). Huntington further seeks to emphasize that Jahiliyyah has
to be a distinct civilization because any age can be called a
civilizationifithasalanguage and areligion (59). If Jahiliyyah is put
to the test of language and religion it passes because pre-Islamic
people were mostly polytheists and they spoke the Arabic
language. Hence, Jahiliyyahis a distinct civilization by all means.

Islamophobia in My Feudal Lord and Blasphemy: In her
autobiographical novel titled My Feudal Lord Tehmina Durrani
pours out her traumatic experiences at the hands of her husband
Mustafa Khar. Durrani faced the brunt of identity crisis,
otherization, commodification, and innumerable injustices.
Mustafa Khar, a professional seducer, loves Durrani notas a living
being having emotions and feelings rather as an object or
commodity which gives carnal satisfaction when consumed. As
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Durrani was warned, ““He just loves you because you look good. ..
. He likes the package - not the reality” (My Feudal Lord 80). Durrani
chooses to turn a deaf ear to this warning and falls in the inhuman
trap of Mustafa Khar subsequently, “I had fallen into the classic
trap of Pakistani woman. The goal is marriage and, once achieved,
the future is a life of total subordination. | had no power, no rights,
no will of my own” (100).

The author critiques the dubious and subversive elements
attached to the very concept of marriage which are notoriously
used against weaker vessels to marginalize, and dehumanize
them. Moreover, it is a systematic way to push woman on the
margin of the society hence “Otherization.” Strangely enough,
Mustafa even reduced Durrani to the position of a sex slave, hence
commodification of sexuality. As she says, “I had completed my
duties as a sexual object (185).” This way of bringing woman
(Durrani) in the cycle of valuation is nothing but a disgrace to
civilized human society. Worst than above, the physical as well as
the mental torture were unleashed upon her time and again. She
relates one such incident of torture in these words:

In one swift movement he reached with his right hand,
grabbed the barrel and swung it at me. The wooden butt of
the gun slammed into my side. | fell, but instinctively
scrambled to my feet. | screamed, 'you have destroyed
me!" He silenced me with another blow. . . . He struck me
repeatedly with the heavy gun stock, aiming for my back,
my side, my legs, but he was in sufficient control to
attempt to avoid striking me on the head (My Feudal Lord
163-64).

Although, the author describes her own traumatic experiences but
it implies that this kind of horrible practices are common in the
Muslim societies which pass unnoticed.

In yet another novel titled Blasphemy, the author relates
similar kind of inhuman practices unleashed upon Heer (the
protagonist) by Pir Sain (the antagonist). Like Mustafa Khar, Pir
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Sain is also a brute in human form. Like Tehmina, Heer is no doubt
the epitome of innocence but she meets the same fate as that of
Tehmina. Heer was beaten up severely on various occasions but all
the time she appears to be the victim of injustice. In one such
incident she was sent an 'envelop' through a maid called Terhi by
her husband's youngest brother. Pir Sain had some disagreement
with him so he does not have any contact with him. She dares not
open the letter and left it on Pir's table. Having seen the envelop Pir
guestioned Heer and consequently she was beaten mercilessly
along with Terhi, the maid:

Terhi was blessed with old age and her punishment was
lighter than mine. Ordered to lie flat on my stomach, |
obeyed instantly. Two maids held my outstretched arm
above my head and another two grasped my ankles. A
lighting swing made the khajji whip hiss and swish. It was
always regulated by his energy, never by how much |
couldendure. ... Toavoid blood clotting, | was instructed
to get up and walk immediately. Wondering what kind of
mind could justify such severe punishment for nocrime. ..
(Blasphemy 81:82)

These inhuman and Jahiliyyah practices are primarily
misunderstood to be Islamic by the common masses unwittingly.
Moreover, the facilitators of these practices like Mustafa Khar and
Pir Sain are also misunderstood to be the “iconic” figures of Islam.
In fact, these people subscribe to Jahiliyyah and are its de facto
facilitators. The inhuman treatment which the weaker vessels are
subjected to is nothing but a reflection of Jahiliyyahcivilization.
Since, in Jahiliyyah civilization women had hardly any civil rights
and liberty and they were traded like commodity, “Alternatively,
when a man did not want to marry his woman captive, he might
sell her; in Mecca, there was a market place for selling slaves”
(Sulaimani 1986:13). Durrani herself agreed to it, therefore she
claims, “They led us back to the time of Jahalia, back to the
conditions our prophet had freed us from, back to the very reason
that had called for Islam” (Blasphemy 103). By contrast, Islam
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intends to bring parity between the genders instead of fuelling the
narrative of commodification. In fact, Islam claims, “And women
shall have rights similar to the rights against them, according to
what is equitable; but men have a degree (of advantage) over
them” (Qur'an 02:228). Islam never projects woman as a
commodity instead it considers women to be an individual having
free will to decide on their own. In truth Islam discourages
Jahiliyyah practice of commodification or taking women as a
possession, on the contrary Islam says: “0 ye who believe! Ye are
forbidden to inherit women against their will. Nor ye should treat
them with harshness” (Qur'an 4:19). The self styled leaders,
nevertheless are hell bent to replace the Islamic practices with
inhuman Jahiliyyah practices. Given the above, it becomes
explicitly clear that there is a vast gap between Islam and what is
being practiced by its misguided followers. This gap remained
wide open even today, and it is because of this the threat of
Islamophobia is still looming large upon the Muslim as well as
non-Muslim societies. The anti-women/Jahiliyyah deeds of so
called 'Muslims' send out horrible message to the outside world. It
is vital to underline here that the Jahiliyyah practices are allegedly
thought to be Islamic by the outside world whereby people start
detesting Islam instead of Jahiliyyah which result in Islamophobia.
Therefore, Islam is not to be blamed rather the misguided people,
who either distort or cherry pick the teachings of Islam to further
Jahiliyyah practices and also to fulfil their ulterior motives, are to be
blamed.

Subversion of Islamic ideals is again one of the crucial issues
abetting Islamophobia in My Feudal Lord and Blasphemy.
‘Subversion' is a Latin word (subvertere) which refers to an act of
undermining or reversing the set patterns, structures, orders,
powers, and authority. Since its origin, it has been defined
variously, yet the dilemma remains and the users are not sure
which definition is more accurate. Regarding the elasticity of
meaning of this word Charles Townshed says, “So elastic as to be
virtually devoid of meaning and its uses does little more than
convey the enlarged sense of the vulnerability of modern systems
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to all kinds of covert assaults (Rosenau, 2007:4).” Subversion, as
Charles Townshed says, has elasticity in its nature, so it can fit to
various fields like subversion of nationality, constitution,
ethnicity, ideology, intellectuality, philosophy, science and so on.
However, subversion in this paper will be strictly restricted to the
Islamic scriptural territory and its implications on the Muslim
society. Subversion with reference to Islam and Muslim society has
various streams but two specific streams- how Islam subverts the
numerous aspects of the society and how its ideals are being
subverted-- are very much crucial and integral to Islam.
Subversion always leads to some result (effect) either constructive
or destructive. Therefore, effect has to be taken into consideration
in lieu of subversion. If subversion breeds a constructive fruit then
it needs be utilized for the betterment of the society. On the other
hand, if subversion brings out counterproductive result then it is
essential to address the problems which are instrumental in
bringing negative results.

Historically speaking, Islam came in response to Jahiliyyah and
almost eliminated Jahiliyyah's ways of living, thinking, acting;
nevertheless even after toiling hard Islam could not exterminate
Jahiliyyah completely. Remnants of Jahiliyyah remained partly
active in some forms even after Islam got sway over the life of
Muslims across the world. In the words of Michel Foucault
Jahiliyyah has been, “buried and disguised in a functionalist
coherence or formal systemisation” with the advent of Islam in
seventh century (Foucault, 1980:81). Having scanned history along
with the argument of Foucault, the debate came to a conclusion
that Pre-Islamic (Jahiliyyah) ways of life were suppressed and
subjugated but not eliminated in their totality. Therefore, it could
be assumed that the proponents of Jahiliyyah were not really visible
and thoroughly active because they were in disguise in the
prevalent (Islamic) ways of life looking for the right time to strike.
Tehmina in My Feudal Lord and Blasphemy shows the resurgence of
the proponents of Jahiliyyah like Pir Sain and Mustafa Khar who
grabbed it vigorously and set out to concretize it. The assertion of
Jahiliyyah by Pir and Mustafa in Blasphemy and My Feudal Lord
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respectively can rightly be called in Michel Foucault's terminology
“insurrection of subjugated knowledge” (Foucault, 1980:81).

History bears witness to the fact that the assertion is always
accompanied by power. Knowledge in the absence of power is
ephemeral and unassertive. Power seems to be the life blood for
inscribing and legitimizing any kind of knowledge in the mind of
the people. Michel Foucaulttoo agrees and says:

Knowledge linked to power, not only assumes the authority of
‘the truth’ but has the power to make itself true. All knowledge,
once applied in the real world, has effects, and in that sense at
least, 'becomes true." Knowledge, once used to regulate the
conduct of others, entails constraint, regulation and the
disciplining of practice. Thus, 'there is no power relation
without the correlative constitution of a field of knowledge,
nor any knowledge that does not presuppose and constitute at
the same time, power relations. (Foucault, 1977:27)

The responsibility for bringing back Jahiliyyah on the throne rests
on the shoulders of Pir and Mustafa. Pir as well as Mustafa exercise
power to ensure the prevalence of Jahiliyyah. My Feudal Lord as well
as Blasphemy professes a typical kind of “domination-repression”
relationship between Pir and Mustafa and Heer and Tehmina
Durrani respectively. Michel Foucault delved deep into the
analysis of power and claims:

Thus we have two schemes for the analysis of power. The
contract-oppression schema, which is the juridical one, and the
domination-repression or war-repression schema for which
the pertinent opposition is not between legitimate and
illegitimate, as in the first schema, but between struggle and
submission(Foucault, 1980:92).

The concept of “domination-repression” of Foucault fits in the
context of the novel; since both the antagonists (Pir and Mustafa)
stand for domination through repression whereas the protagonists
Heer and Tehmina stand for the repressed and the dominated.
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Tehmina Durrani is well aware of the Pseudo-Islamic forces
trying to turn the way of lives of the Muslims' societies upside
down through the subversion of Islamic ideals. In her novels My
Feudal Lord and Blasphemy she minutely observed Muslim societies
and its practices. The entire observation was ominous for her and
this leads her to conclude that Muslim societies pay lip services to
paint themselves that they are executing Islamic practices but in
truth they are far away from executing; instead they are trampling
down the teachings by upsetting the messages of Islam.

Subversion of Islamic ideals in the present world scenario is
rampant leading to the rise of false religious and political leaders.
Tehmina Durrani felt the pulse of the issue and its hazardous effect
and came up with manifold arguments through her novels. She
highlights many ideals of Islam and their subversion in the hands
of Pir Sain and Mustafa Khar in both the novels. In both the novels
several ideals of Islam have been subverted whereinJihad is one of
the most seriously and frequently misunderstood, misconstrued
and subverted ideals of Islam. The subversion of the concept of
Jihad is to be found in Blasphemy in the hands of Pir Sain.

The word lJihad is derived from the Arabic root word juhd,
meaning to strive and to struggle. The concept of Jihad finds its
mention in the holy Qur'anat several places: “And strive in His
cause as ye ought to strive, (with sincerity and under discipline)
(Qur'an, 22:78).” In common parlance, Jihad means strict adherence
to the will of God in all aspects of life. It also implies the prevention
of all obstacles coming in the way of fulfilling God's will-for
example, greed for wealth, the desires of the self, ego problems, the
will to serve one's own interests, the need for compromise and the
compulsion of social traditions. Thwarting all these obstacles and
fulfilling the will of God in all aspects of one's life is called Jihad. In
fact, the word Jihad is used primarily in this sense.

Now, one could think that Jihad essentially is a peaceful
struggle and this fact is concretized in the Qur'anitself in these
words: “Therefore listen not to the Unbelievers, but strive against
them with the utmost strenuousness, with the (Qur'an) (Qur'an,
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25:52).” This verse of the Holy Book does not refer to any violent
activities, instead it explicitly implies that Muslims should not
involve in physical combat with the unbelievers. The explicit
message of this verse is that Muslims must involve themselves in
ideological dialogue through Qur'an with non-Muslims and come
tocommon terms.

The meaning and essence of the concept of Jihad is now
disputed in the present scenario. This Islamic concept is mostly
misunderstood throughout the world not only by non-Muslims
but also by Muslims. The misunderstanding regarding Jihad across
the world among Muslims and non-Muslims is due to the lack of
knowledge of the concept of lJihad. Secondly, people having
ulterior motives are trying to present it in un-Islamic way. Samuel
P. Huntington in his book The Clash of Civilizations equates it with
the Christian concept of Crusade, holy war (Huntington, 1996:4).
This sort of definition is quite misleading and is nowhere to be
found in the Islamic scriptures. Similarly, pseudo-Muslims like Pir
in Blasphemy are working to dissociate this concept from its true
nature, meaning and essence. Pir is the mouthpiece of Jahiliyyah
and therefore he desires to keep the Jahiliyyah spirit going in its full
swing so that the sway of true Islamic ideals paves way to
Jahiliyyah. Having this in mind he pretends as though he is
performing Jihad, therefore, he gives the impression that he is a
Mujahid. Although, Pir Sain gives the impression to the outside
world that he follows the path of Jihad in both letter and spirit, but
his activities and actions are nowhere closer to what Jihad has to
say. As it is clearly mentioned above that the Jihad literally means
“to strive and to struggle”; so one has to struggle and strive to
achieve the goal which Jihad implies. Jihad implies that one needs to
have control over one's desire, evil inclinations and so on to
become a true Mujahid. Pir Sain must stand the test of Jihad, since he
pretends to be a Mujahid.

As we consider the actions of Pir and the implication of the
concept of Jihad, it becomes evident that his claims are shallow and
inconsequential. Instead of getting control over his desires and evil
inclinations, he lets his desires and evil inclinations loose upon
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people around by raping the child and beating the innocent. In fact
he practices those things which are quite contrary to what Jihad
implies. The author gives ample evidences which prove that Pir is
not a Mujahid, but an imposter who does all sorts of evil deeds
under the garb of Jihad. Instead of executing Islamic concept of
Jihad, he created and then forced an inhuman tradition upon the
people of the society. Through such self-made tradition, the Pir
molests virgins of the society. This tradition helps in fulfilling the
carnal desire of Pir at the cost of virgin girls of the society. Durrani
dexterously points outto this tradition in Blasphemy:

...the tradition of the pir’s uthni to me, which was that the pir’s
she-camel would be left to wonder around the village freely until it
chose a house before which it sat down. This signaled that the
unwed daughter of the house was to be dressed as a bride and
offered to the pir. Deflowered, the girl would be sent back home to
live untouched by another man for as long as she lived. (Blasphemy
1998:147)

Durrani seeks to emphasize on the fact that taking woman as
personal property in Islam is forbidden. Islam also forbids taking a
woman into marriage without her consent.

The tradition which forces virgins to live as sex slaves is alien
to Islam; nevertheless the tradition is being carried out because
those girls as well as the society per se are unaware of the true
status and position allotted to women in Islam. The
practice/tradition of taking women as personal property is an
attribute of the age of Jahiliyyah. civilization used women merely as
a possession of men and worst of all they were inherited by men
like property. Islam nowhere encourages this kind of illogical and
inhuman tradition, on the contrary Islam says: “o ye who believe!
Ye are forbidden to inheritwomen against their will. Nor ye should
treat them with harshness” (Qur'an 04:19),

The verse of the Qur'an quoted above proves Pir to be an
imposter, and sequesters the true concept of Jihad from the false
one. Therefore, one can conclude that Pir is an agent of a perennial
Jahiliyyah way of life and he subverts Islamic ideals.
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The true spiritof Jihad is displayed by the protagonist herselfin
the novel Blasphemy. Heer did not try do dissociate the true
meaning of Jihad like Pir did, instead she vigorously follows the
path of resistance in response to Pir's unbridled move. She is well
aware of the fact of Islam where it (Islam) says: “Whosoever of
you see an evil let him change it with his hand; and if he is not able
to do so, then [let him change it] with his tongue; and if he is not
able to do so, then with his heart — and that is the weakest of
faith” (Kilinc, 2001:206). Following this way of Islam, she never
used violence rather she always tried to highlight the actual form
of Jihad by resisting and pointing out the misdeeds of Pir. The
central motto of Heer is to make the world enlightened about the
oneness of Allah (God). She took a strong exception to the 'divine'
figure of Pir and she did her best to prove that no one can be
equated with God in any case. She further exposed Pir's claim of
being a mediator between the wretched people and God. She says
the un-Islamic code of middlemen/Zenvoy led “Islam into the
palms of pygmies and converted Muslims into grave
worshippers” (Durrani, 1998:103). In fact she is hinting at the
injunction of Islamic teaching where Islam addresses its believers:
“And We have already created man and know what his soul
whispers to him, and We are closer to him than [his] jugular vein”
(Qur'an, 50:16).

The novelist emphasizes that there is no concept of
emissary/envoy in Islam and at the same time she strives to make
people aware of their false beliefs and wrong ideals. In order to
highlight this anti-Islamic concept still further she asks Allah
(God): “Please save this child from becoming an idol, let him be a
Muslim” (Durrani, 1998:91). She, in a nutshell, is trying to convince
the ignorant people that they are living in a fool's paradise by
subverting true Islamic ideals and also tries to make them realize
that the commonly practiced “ideals” in the society today are not
the cherished ideals a true Muslim should inherit. She exposes the
rotten and savage ways of Pir under the garb of God's emissary.

Pretension and hypocrisy are much despised concepts in
Islam. Tehmina shows through her novels that Pir and Mustafa
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thrive in the society through false ideals like hypocrisy and
pretension. Having executed the ideal-resistance (Jihad), of Islam
she isauthorized to claim herself to be a Mujahid. Strangely enough
she does say: “lI was a soldier. This was a jehad” (Durrani,
1998:181). Protagonist Heer is not only displaying the true
spirit of Jihad but also converted it into practicality. She made it
easy for the readers to understand and bring the concept of Jihad in
their lives.

This spirit of Jihad is to be even found in My Feudal Lord. The
protagonist of this novel is also well aware of the feudal norms of
society which teach their women to become submissive to their
men. Tehmina Durrani, the protagonist, is herself subjected to this
evil of feudalism. Tehmina submissively put up with the physical
assaults and sexual brutality thrust upon by her husband as a part
of her destiny, since she has already been trained by conventional
and patriarchal set up to endure everything in silence. Having
endured all the beastly punishments, she found herself mentally
numb; thereafter she concludes that this feudal system is nothing
butamere tool to have sway over women. Although, it claims to be
based on Qur'an; in fact, it is far away from the true guidance of
Islam. In fact it distorts the true teachings of Islam in such a way
which could serve their ulterior motives. This happened several
times as the antagonist or husband of the protagonist once claimed
that God says: “A woman was like a man's land- . . .” (Durrani,
1995:107). Having learned this misrepresentation of Islam, she
finds herself in utter shock but she didn't give up hope rather she
took the pain of changing and correcting the society she was living
in. For the purpose of bringing change in the society she took the
path of resistance (Jihad) to throw away the shackles made up of the
distorted interpretation of Qur'an, feudalism, convention and
patriarchy. Consequently, she comes out victorious in the long run
against feudalism where she provides explanation to her
husband's misrepresentation of Islam. She says: “To me, land had
to be tended and cultivated; only then could it produce in
abundance. Otherwise it would be barren” (Durrani, 1995:107).
Durrani speaks metaphorically here. She likes to emphasize that
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women must get love, tenderness, respect, fair treatment, civilized
behavior, affection (which are ideals not only of religion but also of
any civilized society) from their husbands, since in absence of love
and tenderness life becomes burden and undesirable to live on. On
another occasion she resists the projection of Islam as partial to
women. The patriarchal society made the code of punishment for
women for adultery and projected it as though it is enshrined in
Islam. A lot of women were awarded punishment through this
unnatural law but men went scot free all the time. As she puts:
“Feudal law allows a man to act in such a manner, but for a wife to
betray isthe supreme sin” (Durrani, 1995:51).

Tehmina Durrani purports to expose the society molded on
the basis of patriarchal fancies and the evils inherent in them. At
the same time, she stimulates a sense of 'equality’ in the readers
which is one of the mostimportantideals of Islam.

Conclusions

The study and analysis of both the novels lead readers to conclude
that Muslim societies in most of the cases are steeped in anti-
Islamic practices. The novels under study are full of various
themes but all the themes in some way or the other are linked with
the dehumanization of women. Durrani beautifully projects the
protagonists of both the novels as residing on the periphery
and the antagonists residing at the centre. Durrani discusses in
great detail that there is a vast chasm between the teachings of
Islam and the practices of its followers. The unfounded and
barbaric practices undercut the true spirit of Islamand create fear
in the minds of the people towards Islam which result in
Islamophobia. It goes without saying that Islamophobia has
already caused much damage to both the Muslim society as well as
non-Muslim society, nevertheless, Tehmina firmly believes that
peaceful co-existence based on love, fraternity and equality across
the world is possible.
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Abstract

Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake explores men and women
relationships in a foreign country. When a person enters the new
culture, he will be in dilemma in the process of accepting the new
culture or adhere to the old culture. This causes a bitter conflict
which results in the conflicting minds of protagonists in relation to
their cultural, social, economical and religious backgrounds
against the existing world of reality that too in a foreign land. The
Namesake is a shift from cultural translation to hybridity and the
'third space’ of transnationalism. At the initial stage house appears
to be pivotal where Ashima Ganguli, a first-generation immigrant
and the prime female character, aspires to preserve her Indianness
and rebuild homeland traditions while bringing up the Indian-
American children. But it slowly changes to a transnational space.
After the demise of her husband, she desires to abandon any
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permanent residence and oscillates between her homeland and her
immigrant country.

This article, A Diasporic Perspective: Cultural Ambiguity in
Jhumpa Lahri's The Namesake, aims to explore the Diaspora
perspectives in Jnumpa Lahiri Fiction. It exposes mainly the cross-
culturalambiguity and its reflections in her novel: The Namesake.

Keywords: Identity Crisis, Cultural Ambiguity, adjustment,
Establishment of Roots, Alien Land.

Jhumpa Lahiri is well known Diasporic writer and a notable
contemporary literary champion, who writes about the condition
of India Diaspora in USA and themes of sense of exile, alienation
and cross cultural conflicts and identity crisis.  In addition, she
goes beyond the feelings and paves the new way of thinking as per
the new environment.

Lahiri was born in London, England in 1967. She was born to
the first generation Bengali immigrants who emigrated from India.
It is clear that her family belongs to a class of a largely successful
Indian Americans and it is this segment of society which Lahiri
records in her fiction. Her sorties are the gateways into the large
submerged territory of 'cross-culturalism', and her novels are
symbols to share cultures as it is experienced by readers. She
received many laurels including the Trans Atlantic “Award from
Henfiled Foundation (1993), the O Henry Award for the short story
collection Interpreter of Maladies (1999). Her fictional world
comprises Interpreter of Maladies (1999), a short story collection, The
Namesake (2003), Unaccustomed Earth (2008), and The Lowland
(1913).

As a prolific writer with an Indian background, she is a
representative figure for non-immigrant Americans who do not
fully understand what it means to straddle with life between two
cultures. Lahiri is a successful writer because she writes for herself.
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She does not think of critics or peers when writing. The fiction of
Lahiri portrays the expatriate experiences of women in her
fictionwhich is replete with Indian women migrants, in particular,
who create a mini Bengal in the USA. Though, men in Lahiri's
fiction are well educated and professionally sound, they are
cumbersome to toe in line with the chosen world and their
attachment with the native. They are in dilemma which prevents
them from cuddling the western life or even shaking hands with
their western colleagues. The eccentricity of bold choices and non-
native challenges are causes of discomfort for Jhumpa Lahiri's
women characters. Her characters face the conflicts such as
struggles with interpersonal relationships and stress of daily
existence. Her narrator unfolds the complexity of the Diasporic
life in terms of the variations and diversities as also the contrasts
and contradictions of human experience. She portrays the
uprootedness of her Diasporic characters from their homeland and
their loneliness in a foreign geographical location and cultural
milieu.

As a Diasporic writer, apart from the other themes, she
attempts to deal with the cultural confusion of immigrants.
Diasporas primarily experience the identity crisis, dislocation, and
alienation. In case of Diasporas, it is not indispensable that the
mother land should be real land. It can also be an imaginary land
in many instances. It is real that the Diasporas need a land of their
own; either it is real or imaginary land. In fact, it is very difficult to
portray the Diaspora experiences in an easy way, as it is a complex
experience because it explores not only the physical displacement
of migrants from mother land, but also psychology of the
dislocated persons. To say truly, Jhumpa Lahiri is considered to be
the champion in negotiating the troubles faced by the immigrants.
Her novels also mirror the reflections of the cross-cultural
problems plenty in number. Though the novel moves around the
filial bond between father and son, it re-enacts the patriarchal and
heteronormative tropes of the term diaspora.

This article aims to explore the Diaspora Perspectives in
Jhumpa Labhiri's Fiction.It exposes mainly the cultural ambiguity
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and cross-cultural reflections in her novel, The Namesake. It also
explores men and women relationships in a foreign country. When
a person enters the new culture, he will be in dilemma in accepting
the new culture or adhering to the old culture. This causes a bitter
conflict which results in the conflicting minds of protagonists in
relation to their cultural, social, economical and religious
backgrounds against the existing world of reality that too in a
foreign land.

The first novel, The Namesake, was published in as a novellain
The New Yorker and later changed to a full length novel. The events
in this fictional work oscillate between Calcutta, Boston and New
York City. It also examines the differences involved in the native
and alien cultures. It not only touches the hearts of immigrants of
U.S, butalso the original settlers in multi levels.

The Namesake (2003) explores many of the themes like cultural
alienation and loss of identity tackled in her previous
story collection Interpreter of Maladies (1999). According to Savita
Singh:

The novel sums up the theme of roots and wings where
roots stand for the deep-rooted beliefs, tradition, customs,
the identity one is born with one's beginnings, whereas
wings stand for freedom scaling new heights exposure for
dreams and ambitions of, life. A man is always in pursuit
of new wings trying to disentangle. This results in
anguish and alienation. The characters in the novel attest
toitsreality. (The Theme of Roots... p. 4)

The themes are almost the same such asimmigration, assimilation,
family relations, travelling, and an abiding tension because of
habitation between Indian and American cultures leading to
reduce the image and identity of individuals.

The Namesake mirrors Indian immigrants in the USA and the
lives of first and second generations and how the immigrants face
the cultural dilemmas in a foreign land. Lahiri portrays the
immigrants in their glee and inclination to cling to their own
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cultural belief and traditions, but gradually imbibe and adjust to
the cultural ways of the host country too. Their offspring groomed
to be ‘bilingual' and 'bicultural' face cultural dilemmas and
displacement more. In The Namesake, Lahiri portrays Gogol, the
hero of the novel, who faces multiple problems only because of
being an immigrant and who fails to live his life according to his
desires. His mother wishes him to be considered an Indian-
American, contrary to his desire to be a pure American in any way.
Moreover, his marriage is also a failure due to unexpected reasons.
He leads his life unwillingly and never lives the life as he desires.
Lahiri, while examining the double status and thereby
experiencing a hybrid identity, examines the social and
psychosomatic stages that Ganguli goes through. In fact, each and
every character in the novel takes dual nations' cultures to obtain a
sense of recognition in a land which belongs to and strangely
which doesn'tbelong to them.

The migrated couple, Ashima and Ashok, oscillates between
India and the United States of America, motivated to be in touch
with their Indian background and in a way insisting their children
to do the same. Meanwhile, they work towards establishing a
good career in the present place. The troubles begin with the place
of birth and the cultural differences arise between the two
generations. As Phutela Rohit aptly comments on the novel in his
work “Diasporic Trajectory in Anita Desai's Bye-Bye Blackbird and
Jhumpa Lahiri*s The Namesake”: “The novel is also about the second
generation and the need to rediscover itself by rejecting the old and
the bitter sweet comprised it makes in pursuit of the American
Dream.” (Diasporic Trajectoryin ...p.10)

Therefore, the readers notice Gogol, the hero of the novel, from
his mother's womb to the metaphorical womb of his room, into
which he returns in the final scene of the novel and finds a link with
his father and his Indian roots. The novel often gyrates in the form
of pairs such as — two countries — India and America, two
continents — Asia and Europe, two major cities — Calcuttaand New
York and also two cultures, two names and two identities,
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everything dual.

In the first scene of the novel, The Namesake, Ashima is a symbol
of confusion as an emigrant wife. She is married to a student
pursuing a Doctoral degree in Electrical Engineering. She holds the
hands of her husband and follows his footprints to the United
Statesof America. She feels terribly nostalgic even after eighteen
months of stay and hesitates to get adjusted to American ways.
Throughout her pregnancy, she yearns for a different mixture of
Rice Krispies, Planters peanuts, and chopped onion, to which she
addssalt, lemon juice and green chilli pepper. Ashima feels that the
life in America is burdensome and conflicting for women
immigrants,and it is like a lifelong pregnancy: Lahiri writes,
“Though no longer pregnant, she continues, at times, to mix Rice
Krispies and peanuts and onions in a bowl. For being a foreigner,
Ashima is beginning to realize, is a sort of lifelong pregnancy.”
(The Namesake, p. 49)

This ‘concoction’, in Lahiri's term, reminds Ashima of a snack
she used to buy on Calcutta sidewalks, but it is a 'humble
approximation' (The Namesake, p. 1), a replacement, because in the
American version, “as usual, there's something missing.” (The
Namesake, p.1)

Although immigrants try to repeat parts of India in her
kitchen(s) in America, they have to mix ingredients at hand her to
prepare well-liked Indian dishes. Roman Alice Bran rightly
observes: “These articulations are acts of subjectivity-making and
self-assertion, expressions of desire and yearning which
participate in a literary tradition connecting the Asian American
immigrant experience with a visceral, embodied experience of
difference.” (Immigration: A Lifelong Pregnancy” ... p. 78)

Ashima doesn't address her husband by his name, Ashoke,
because the Bengali tradition demands a Benagali wife not to do
that. In fact,

Ashima never thinks of her husband's name when she
thinks of her husband, even though she knows perfectly

Research Journal Social Sciences, 27,1&2 (2019) :195-206



A Diasporic Perspective: Cultural Ambiguity in 201
Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake

well what it is. It's not the type of thing Bengali wives do.
Like a kiss or caress in a Hindi movie, a husband's name is
something intimate and therefore unspoken, cleverly
patched over. And so, instead of saying Ashoke's name,
she utters the interrogative that has come to replace it. (The
Namesake, p. 2)

The American men utter their wives 'l love you'. She never heard
such a kind of utterance, nor does she expect to hear from
her own husband because “this is not how they are.” (The
Namesake, p. 3)

Ashima experiences cultural conflict on several occasions even
after reaching America. One among the conflicts is christening her
first born child. The compiler birth certificate in hospital urges to
find a name for the baby to be entered in the birth certificate on the
fourth day after delivery to discharge from the hospital. Ashima
asks her husband to name the child hazily. As such, it is
compulsory for the couple to come to an opinion and coin a name
for the new born baby. In such a hazy and confused situation
Ashok names his child after the Russian writer Nikolai Gogol
because he is his fan. The child is neither an Indian nor an
American but a Russian named after Russian author. Gagol
Ganguli, the hero of the novel, encumbered himself with a pet
name. The name appears to be hollow and somehow incomplete
to Gogol. This kind of feeling doubles his dilemma and insecurity
as an outsider caught in a cob web of two cultures: Indian
homeland of parents and America. Lahiri has successfully
portrayed the ambivalence over her identity through the character
Gogol, the protagonist of the novel.

The Namesake deals with the story of Gogol Ganguli, the
American-born son of India immigrants from his birth to
adulthood. For many reasons, he dislikes his name Gogol and to be
compared to his namesake, Nikolai Gogol, a Russian writer. Inthe
course of time, on one occasion, Gogol attends a panel discussion
about Indian Novels Written in English. There he notices the
distinctive definition of the cultural conflict he is facing. He comes
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to a clear idea about ABCD, 'American Born Confused Desi', and
avoids ABCD friends. “For they remind him too much of the way
his parents choose to live, befriending people not so much because
they like them but because of a past they happen to share.” (The
Namesake, p. 119)

After joining the graduation, he desires to renounce his old
name and rechristen as Nikhil. Therefore, he strives hard to out of
his parents' way of thinking. When he has struggling time to
become 'American’, his parents coaxed him to remain Indian.
World famous author Salman Rushdie too says in Imaginary
Homelands: “Migrant straddle two cultures . . . fall between two
stools and they suffer 'a triple disruption' comprising the loss of
roots, the linguistic and the social dislocation.” (Imaginary
Homelands, p. 19)

Truly, the title of the novel The Namesake portrays the internal
conflict of Gogol Ganguli who quest for his identity with his
unusual names. He loses first his public name, his 'bhalonam' and
then his private pet name, his 'daknam’. Thus he tries to tailor his
identity after choosing to rename himself. Gogol wants to get rid of
the Bengali culture, that he doesn't know, and live differently. He
is immersed with confusion not only about his name, but also the
cultural contradiction that he experiences constantly. He dislikes
to be recognized with a confused identity, as an outsider. He
develops a strong yearning to assimilate and to be one among the
American citizens. He strongly believes in that he is an American
and wants to flee way himself from everything that is non-
American. But, on the one hand, his mother, Ashima, tries to make
him to cling to Bengali tradition and culture, and on the other hand
she supports him to assimilate in the host tradition and culture for
the sake of his career.

When the children are grown up in a foreign land, the cultural
conflict takes its root. The question of identity crisis, adjustment,
and establishment of their roots in an alien land become difficult.
Gogol makes friendship with a girl who looks queer to his parents,
but for Gogol it is very late to date with girls since many of his
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friends of his age have already dated with girls. His parents with
Indian cultural background worry a lot to see Gogol growing in an
unwanted way and they try to mend his bent of mind. Gogol
observes disappointment of his parents when he brings Maxine,
his girlfriend, to his house. It is true that at the age of sixteen, the
children are not under the command of their parents in America, as
the Americans give priority to an individual's liberty than Indians
give. Gogol frequently gets into conflict between his 'American
Indian'and Indianised American identity. He thinks that he isborn
and brought up in America. As such he has the fundamental right
tobean American.

The multicultural conflict and ambiguity between first
generation immigrants and their children's quest for finding their
space in an alien country has been successfully portrayed by Lahiri
in her fiction. Finding the children growing up in an unwanted
way Gangulis try to injectand impart a few parts of Bengali culture
in their children by creating a space to encounter with Bengali
gatherings wherein Bengalis discuss the native place, language,
the Bengali food and other related issues to Bengali.  In such a
way, Gangulis try to introduce Bengali culture to their offspring
and make them know that their roots are not only here but also
there. Lahiri writers: “Still, they do what they can. They make a
point of driving in to Cambridge with the children when the Apu
Triology plays at the Orson wells, or when there is Kathakali dance
performance or a sitar recital at memorial Hall. (The Namesake, p.
65)

On the contrary to Indian parents, Americans give importance
to the privacy and individuality of their children. Hence Gogol
without disapproval from the parents of Maxine enters into her
life. On one occasion when Maxine invites him to dinner at her
house, he thinks that her parents, Gerald and Lydia, would mind
his arrival. But Gogol mind boggles to see Maxine's response in a
typical American way: 'why on earth would they mind?' Taking
such individual liberty, Gogol and Maxine move hand in hand,
and go to movies and dinners as they wish. He sleeps with Maxine,
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Gerald and Lydia think nothing of their closeness. Simultaneously,
Gogol falls in love with Maxine. “They go to darkened humble
looking restaurants downtown where the tables are tiny, the bills
huge.” (The Namesake, p. 136). With Indian cultural ethos, Gogol
comes out of the relationship with Maxine because his sense of
responsibility ignites his cultural roots after the demise of his
father. Maxine, as she hails from different culture, agrees that she
can't tranquilize Gogol. = The Cultural conflict and dilemma
between Gogol and Maxine affect their relationship.

On one occasion, Gogol in his school days visits graveyard as a
part of project work which horrifies Ashima and instantly she asks:
“What type of field trip was this? Only in America are the children
taken to cemeteries in the name of art . . . In Calcutta the burning
Ghatsare the most forbidden places. (The Namesake, p. 70)

The first generation immigrants know about their roots, but
the second generation doesn't know it in a state of confusion about
their identity. Growing up in an alien country they take in most of
its traits but sill they are identified as Indians and not Americans.
Though they are labelled as Indians, they don't have firsthand
experience of India and this makes their situation even worse.
Sense of belongingness continuously haunts them. This quest puts
them in a situation that they cannot run away from. Cultural
embarrassment is revealed when Moushumi breaks with Graham.
As Maxine is for Gogol, Graham is for Moushumi who finds a
striking difference between two cultures and decides to get rid of
the relationship because she comes to know that these two extreme
ends cannot meet together and searching for such relation is futile.
Gogol realizes his own need to incorporate both Bengali and
American elements into his character. This realization comes to
him after immersing himself into entirely Bengali-American
relationship with his then-wife, Moushumi.

Cultural conflict plays a pivotal role in the novel The Namesake.
As in the other novels of Lahiri, in this novel too the male being
come to new land for their carrier growth and their wives also
follow them and they give birth to the offspring and thus the chain
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goes on. Due to geographical shift of location, the woman who
immigrates with her husband suffers the insecurity in the culture
alien to her but also is caught between the two worlds which ignite
asortof suffocation because of the foreign atmosphere.

...our physical alienation from India almost in veritably
means that we will not be capable of reclaiming precisely
those things they were lost; that we will, in short, create
fictions, not actual cities or villages, but invisible one,
imaginary homelands, Indians of the mind (Imaginary
Homelands, p. 10)

Ashima truly follows the conventional Indian mourning way of
life, but she is no more a traditional Indian widow. She is not an
Indian sati (a widow to be burntalong with corpse of her husband
on funeral pyre), or a subaltern as per Spivak's definition. On the
contrary, Ashima intentionally abandons any sort of permanent
residence and oscillates between her homeland and her immigrant
country, opposite to the myth of a redeeming homecoming.
Therefore, she disposes the house to an American family and
decides to split her year into two halves - to stay a half year in India
with her relative and another half year in the United States with her
children. This is a plan she and Ashoke devised for retirement.
“True to the meaning of her name, she will be without borders,
without a home of her own, a resident everywhere and nowhere.”
(The Namesake, p. 276).

In this novel, Lahiri has portrayed the psychological and
cultural ambiguity between first generation immigrants, Ashima
and Ashoke, and second generation immigrants, Gogol, Sonia and
Moushumi. The identity crisis and cultural ambiguity is pivotal for
the second generation immigrants. As such the first generation
immigrants become limbo between the two cultures. They are
neither adhered to their cultural past nor find it easier to accept the
alien American culture.
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Abstract

Improving availability and affordability of essential drugs/
medicines is a very important objective at policy level/ universal
health coverage plan of the Indian government. The issue attains
significance especially because a large chunk of population is
characterized by higher out of pocket spending and inadequate
healthcare access. This paper undertakes a systematic review to
assess the evidence on essential medicines' price, availability and
affordability in India. The findings suggests that although the
government is procuring essential medicines at efficient prices but
low availability of medicines in the public health facilities forces
poor patients to buy medicines from private sector at relatively
high prices. The evidence available also suggests that generic
medicines are affordable for lowest paid unskilled government
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workers, but for many in the labour force who fall under the
category of casual workforce the affordability remains a
challenge.

Keywords: India, Essential Medicines, Prices, Availability,
Affordability

Introduction

India accounts for a substantial part of the global burden of
disease, with 18 per cent of global deaths and 20per cent disability-
adjusted life-years (DALYSs) (WHO, 2009). The burden of disease is
high due to large-scale poverty, developmental disparities
between states, gender discrimination, growing aged population
and failure of government policies (Gupte et al 2001).
Epidemiological transition due to change in disease patterns is
another cause of concern for the policy makers. Traditionally, the
acute disease segment held a significant share of the Indian
therapeutic segment. This segment will continue to grow at a
steady rate, due to issues relating to public hygiene and sanitation.
But, with increase in affluence, rise in life expectancy and the onset
of lifestyle related conditions, the disease profile is gradually
shifting towards a growth in the chronic diseases segment (ClI
2010). Although non-communicable diseases like cancers,
diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, chronic obstructive pulmonary
diseases, etc are on the rise due to the urbanization and change in
life style; communicable diseases like tuberculosis, malaria, kala-
azar, dengue fever, chikungunya and other vector borne diseases,
and water borne diseases like cholera, diarrhoeal diseases,
leptospirosis etc. continue to be a major public health problem in
India (Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 2015).

The role and relevance of medicines, vaccines and other
supplies are critical, as these are considered to be important
elements of the health-care system (Bigdeli et al 2013). It is argued
that medicines are the most significant tool that society possesses
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to prevent, alleviate, and cure disease and a very large part of the
world's population has inadequate or no access to essential and
life-saving medicines(UN Millennium Project 2005).The concept of
essential medicines emerged in 1970s and WHO (2004) defines
them as those medicines that fulfil the healthcare needs of the
majority of the population and are selected with due regard to
disease prevalence, evidence on efficacy and safety, and
comparative cost- effectiveness. The first WHO Model list of
essential drugs was issued in 1975 and it is updated after every two
years. In India, the first essential medicine list was notified in 1996
and it has been revised over the period of time according to the
disease pattern, prevalence and other factors. The recent (4") list
National list of essential medicines (NLEM), 2015 contains 376
medicines categorized under thirty sections (Central Drug
Standard Control Organization 2015).

Indian Pharmaceutical Industry has played a pivotal role in
ensuring the sufficient production and supply of essential
medicines not only after independence but even much before that.
From last few decades, this industry has undergone a
metamorphosis from an incompetent and high cost sector to a
globally competitive and cost effective industry. Today, India is,
globally, the 3rd largest producer of medicines by volume yet 14th
in terms of value. The Indian pharmaceutical exports was $16.89
billion with a growth rate of 9.44 per cent during the financial year
2015 whereas the global Pharma market was growing at a very
marginal (1-2 per cent) rate (Pharmexcil Report, 2015-2016). In the
year 2017- 18 Indian pharmaceutical exports further increased to
the tune of $17.27 billion (Pharmexcil Report, 2017-2018). In spite of
this progress, millions of Indian households have no access to
essential medicines because they cannot afford them (High Level
Expert Group Report on Universal Health Coverage for India,
2011).

The assessment of medicine prices, availability and
affordability in India is important for three reasons. First, the low
income levels, lesser purchasing power and foremost out of pocket
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spending on medicines by majority of population make them
vulnerable. Second, changing disease pattern and consequent
epidemiological transition in the recent years poses a serious
challenge to India as a whole and to the policy makers. Third, there
are a number of government policies/schemes and initiatives at
the Centre and the state level, meant to provide preventive,
promotive, curative and rehabilitative services for the better access
to healthcare facilities which includes provision of essential
medicines at free of cost or at lower prices. The appraisal of
medicine prices, availability and affordability in India has
significant consequences on the sustainability of health care
development and this study presents a critical review of the
literature on the subject and also makes recommendations on areas
requiring further attention and research.

Review Methodology

A detailed literature review of studies was conducted in
September 2018 and March 2019, considering all papers published
before this date. Searches were performed for all papers published
up to 30 January 2019 in PubMed, Web of Sciences and WHO-
HAI's databases. Databases were searched using the terms
essential medicine prices, availability and affordability in India.
Studies were included if they provided original research findings
on the medicine prices, their availability and affordability in India
and were written in English. The literature search yielded 533
results, out of them 88 were duplicate records and 355 records were
not meant for India and also 32 records were irrelevant for the
present study due to their publication type. So a total of 78 records
appeared relevant and were screened by abstract review, of which
only 26 studies were selected for full text eligibility. In total 16
studies were eligible for inclusion in the analysis and qualitative
synthesis (Figure 1).
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Type of Medicines Considered in the Reviewed Studies

Five studies (Gitanjali and Manikandan 2011; Pujari et al 2016;
Swain et al 2015; KR et al 2012; Ravindran et al 2012) were
concerned with the analysis of only child-specific medicines, one
was ( Kotwani and Holloway 2013) dealing with the analysis of
Antibiotics medicines, and one study (Mishra et al 2011) described
the availability and prescription of an anti-malarial mono-therapy.
One study (Roy et al 2012) was concerned with the evaluation of
treatment cost Community Acquired Pneumonia (CAP) and its
affordability. Other studies have considered a mix basket of
medicines by including some child specific medicine with main
adult medicines. WHO-HAI's methodology recommends
examining 50 medicines for the price, availability and affordability
analysis. Only two studies (Kotwani et al 2011; KR et al 2012) have
followed this criterion.

Timeframe of the Reviewed Studies

Four studies (Dixit et al 2011; Pujari et al 2016; Roy et al
2012;Mishra et al 2011) did not mention timeframe of their
research. Many studies (n=6) developed their research over
two months or less time period. Only two studies (Lekshmi et al
2014; Swain et al 2015) were based on a timeframe of 6 months or
more.

Tools of Data Collection in Reviewed Studies

Majority of studies used questionnaire or survey to collect the
relevant data. Half of the studies (Kotwani 2003; Swain et al
2015;Kotwani and Holloway 2013; KR et al 2012; Ravindran et al
2012;Kotwani 2011;Patel et al 2006;Tripathi et al 2005) used WHO-
HAI's medicine price survey form. One study (Prinja et al 2015)
makes use of the facility level medicine availability and stock out
tool. Another study (Selvaraj et al 2014) based their research on the
WHO Universal Health Coverage concept.
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Statistical Tools used inthe Reviewed Studies

Majority of the studies used similar statistical measures such as
mean, median, ratios, percentage, standard deviation and inter-
guartile ranges and simple Microsoft Excel applications. One
study (Mishra et al 2011) applied the logistic regression and
multivariable model and conducted the data analysis with STATA
v10. The studies based on WHO-HAI's methodology used the
Medicine Price and Availability Workbook Part-1 for the data
analysis.

Findings

All these studies were observational cross sectional studies.
Almost half of the studies (n=7) dealt with the analysis of general
essential medicines' price, availability and affordability, few of the
studies (n=4) analyzed only availability and few other (n=2)
explored medicine availability and their prices. One study was
concerned with the evaluation of treatment cost and its
affordability. Another study (Mishra et al 2011) was focused upon
the prescription practices and the availability of Artemisinin
monotherapy in India and one more study (Selvaraj et al 2014)
analysed three dimensions of universal health coverage that also
involves the availability of essential medicines in its service
coverage dimension. The study sample for medicines varied from
1 (Mishraetal 2011) to 187 (Dixit 2011) for availability analysis, 20
(Ravindran et al 2012) to 34 (Swain et al 2015) for availability and
price analysis, 30 prescriptions for cost and affordability analysis
and 32 (Tripathi et at 2005) to 58 (Kotwani 2011) for medicines'
prices, availability and affordability analysis. The studies included
a sample of 1 to 129 public health facilities, 20 to 80 private /Zretail
pharmacies and 5 to 20 other sector/ NGOs/ mission sector
facilities. Some studies were regional (Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal), two were local (Khamman district, Andhra
Pradesh and Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala), one was cross-
regional (Punjab and Haryana) and two were national studies
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involving 5 Indian States and 1 UT and 17 Indian states and 2 UTs
respectively.

A significant number of studies (n=6) collected primary data
on the medicine prices, availability and affordability according to
the survey methodology given by WHO-Health Action
International. Other studies used other simple survey methods. In
the studies using WHO-HAI's methodology, the public sector
patient prices for medicines were not reported since essential
drugs are provided free of cost in the government health facilities.
Public sector procurement prices and availability of innovators
brand drugs/medicines (IBs) were also not reported by any study
because in general only generic versions of drugs are being
procured by the government. In private sector, the availability of
individual medicines is reported as the percentage of medicine
outlets in which the medicine was found on the day of data
collection. In the present review paper, the following ranges given
by Gelderset al (2006) are used for describing availability:

¢ <30percentverylow

»  30-49 percentlow

«  50-80 per centfairly high
« >80percent high

The medicine prices were compared to the latest edition of the
International Reference Prices (IRP) given by Management
Sciences for Health (MSH) that serves as an external standard to
facilitate national and international comparison. Medicine prices
were presented as median price ratio (MPR) i.e. the median unit
price across the surveyed outlets divided by the International
reference price, both in local currency. For example, MPR of 2
means local medicine price is twice that of the international
reference price.

Median local unitprice

Price Ratio (MPR) = - .
International reference unit price
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Ingeneral a MPR of 2 or less in the public procurement sector is
considered as efficient and MPR of 5 or more as exorbitant.
Medicine affordability was measured by determining the number
of days' wages a lowest paid unskilled government worker
requires to purchase selected courses of treatment for common
acute and chronic health conditions. A model treatment is
considered affordable, if it costs less than 5 days' wages of a lowest
paid unskilled govt. worker.

Medicine Prices in Publicand Private Sector
Public Sector Procurement Prices

Eight studies ( Kotwani 2003;Swain et al 2015;Kotwani and
Holloway 2013;KR et al 2012; Ravindran 2012;Kotwani et al
2011;Patel et al 2006; Tripathi et al 2005) included data on the public
sector medicine procurement prices (Table no.2). Seven of these
studies reported the procurement prices and Private retail
pharmacy prices in MPR (Median Price Ratios) while one study
(Ravindran et al 2012) reported its result in Indian Rupees.
Another study (Lekshmi et al 2014) provided private sector and
community pharmacy's medicine prices in Indian rupees. It was
observed that govt. was procuring these medicines at less 1 MPR
(min. 0.1, max. 1.22) in majority (85.71 per cent) of the cases. It
means that the public sector procurement prices were less than the
International Medicine Reference prices. Maximum MPR for
public sector procurement reported in a Delhi based study
(Kotwani and Holloway 2013) belongs to the essential and high-
end antibiotics.

Private Sector PatientPrices

There was not much difference in the MPRs of different states/
regions/ areas. Nine studies evaluated private sector patient
prices. Two of these studies reported MPR for child-specific
medicines in Chhattisgarh and Odisha (KR et al2012; Swain 2015).
A study from Delhi reported the MPR (0.94-7.21.) for essential and
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high-end antibiotics (Kotwani and Holloway 2013). While the
other studies reported MPR for general essential medicines (that
includes some of the child specific as well) and found that for LPGs
it ranged between 1.83(Kotwani2003) in Rajasthan to 3.12
(Kotwani2011) in Delhi and for IBs it ranged between 2.81
(Kotwani 2003) to 4.71 (Kotwani and Holloway 2013) in Delhi. One
study (Lekshmi et al 2014) only analysed the price of medicines
used for hypertension in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The
private sector LPGs prices were 1.9 to 5.9 times higher than the
public sector procurement prices. In the case of IBs, it varied
between 2.9 to 9.12 times the procurement prices. Further, the IBs
were priced 1.2 to 2.1 times higher than their lowest priced generic
versions.

Medicine Availability in Publicand Private Sector
Medicine Availability in the Public Sector

Thirteen studies included data on the availability of medicines in
the public sector health facilities. Out of these studies, three studies
conducted in Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh reported
that only 17 per cent child specific medicines were available while
astudy from Andhra Pradesh reported it to be 30-35per cent (KR et
al 2012; Swain 2015; Pujari 2016; Ravindran 2012). A study
(Gitanjali and Manikandan, 2011) used the method of snap shot
survey to analyse the availability of five child-specific medicinesin
17 states and 2 UTs (Union Territories) and reported high (80 per
cent) but variable availability of these medicines. For essential and
high-end antibiotics it was 38 per cent, 52 percent and 67 per cent in
the primary, secondary and tertiary healthcare facilities,
respectively, under the Directorate of Health Services in the
Government of National Capital Territory (NCT), Delhi (Kotwani
and Holloway2013). Only one study reported cent percent
medicine availability in the public health facility in Andhra
Pradesh (Dixit, 2011).Few studies observed the mean and median
medicines' availability between 23.2 per cent to 66 per cent (Delhi)
and 15.8 per cent (Maharashtra) to 40.6 per cent (West Bengal)
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respectively. One study based in Kerala, (Lekshmi et al 2014)
reported that the mean availability of anti-hypertensive medicines
was 91.32 per cent, 64.19 per cent and 58.33 per cent in the Taluk
Hospitals, Community Health Centers and Primary Health
Centers, respectively. While two medicines were altogether absent
from the public sector. Another study based in Rajasthan
(Selvarajet al 2014) reported very encouraging level of medicine
availability in the Primary Health Centers, Community Health
Centers and District Hospital (61, 64 and 75 per cent, respectively)
(Tableno.2).

Medicine Availability in the Private Sector for LPGs (Lowest
Priced Generics)

Nine studies reported the availability details of LPGs in the private
sector/ retail pharmacies. Four of them were concerned with
children specific LPGs availability and observed less than 50 per
cent (37.85, 46, 38.5 and 38.5 per cent) availability in Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh, respectively.
For essential and high-end antibiotics, the availability was 68.75
per centand 70.45 per cent in retail and chain pharmacies of Delhi.
The remaining studies reported mean and median LPGs
availability to be 68.8 per cent in Delhi and 57.3 per cent in
Maharashtra (Patel et al 2006) to 95 per cent in Rajasthan (Kotwani
2003) respectively. One study examined the availability of
Artemisinin monotherapy in Delhi, Assam, Goa, Guijarat,
Jharkhand and Odisha and found that it was available in 72.6 per
cent pharmacies.

Medicine Availability in the Private Sector for IBs (Innovator
Drugs/Medicines)

Six studies reported data on IBs availability in the private sector /
retail pharmacies. Three studies conducted in Chhattisgarh,
Odishaand Uttar Pradesh (KR et al 2012; Pujari et al 2016; Swain et
al 2015) explored the availability of child- specific IBs and found
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very low mean availability of these medicines (14, 10.8 and 20.8 per
cent, respectively). The studies conducted by KR et al. (2012) and
Pujari et al. (2016) have reported the results for highest prices
medicines instead of branded drugs. One study reported very low
(17.6 and 18.7 per cent) and highly variable mean availability of
essential and high-end antibiotics in retail and chain pharmacies of
Delhi (Kotwani and Holloway 2013). While other studies (n=3)
reported that the mean and median medicines' availability was
29.3per centin Delhiand 2.1 per centin Maharashtrato 40 per cent
in West Bengal, respectively.(Table no.2)

Private Sector Medicine Affordability

Seven studies evaluated affordability aspect of medicines in their
analysis and did not include any consultation/ transportation
charges etc. Six of them included data on affordability of medicine
for lowest paid unskilled govt. workers in different parts of India
(Table 3). One Delhi based study (Roy et al, 2012) assessed
affordability in terms of the percentage of the Monthly per Capita
Consumer Expenditure on food and total expenditure and
observed that rural population had to spend more on prescription.
A worker with minimum daily wage would have to work for 1 to
17 days to purchase his prescription medicines for Community
Acquired Pneumonia (CAP) and 1-3 days to pay for his cost of
treatment. It also discussed the cost of prescription and treatment
for different categories of workers such as unskilled, semi-skilled,
skilled, non-matriculate, matriculate and graduates. Another
study (Lekshmiet al, 2014) also used somewhat similar worker
categories to present affordability analysis for maximum and
minimum priced medicines in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. It
was observed that only minimum priced medicine were affordable
for the unskilled workers. A study (Tripathi et al, 2005) also
provided affordability results for a worker in unorganized sector
in West Bengal and found that for some medicines their
affordability was lower than their counterparts in the govt. sector.
The remaining five studies conducted in Rajasthan, West Bengal,
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Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and Delhi, included affordability data
for IBs and LPGs separately and found that majority of generic
drugs were affordable according to the international standards.
For only one generic medicine (ceftriaxone) 7.7 days' wages were
required in West Bengal. (Tripathi et al, 2005) Even in the case of
branded/ innovator drugs the maximum number of days a worker
had to work to purchase his medicine were 2.2 days.

Discussion

The availability and affordability of healthcare is a very pertinent
issue taking into consideration that 90per cent of expenditure on
health is out-of-pocket expenditure in India. A large proportion of
treatment expenditure is being spent on the purchase of medicines.
As mentioned in the NSS report (2014), medicines accounted for
nearly 80per cent of out-patients medical expenses in India. Since,
itis empirically proven and widely recognized that education and
health impact the growth of an economy and providing accessible,
affordable and equitable quality health care, especially to the
marginalized and vulnerable sections of the population is one of
the key objectives of the Government (Ministry of Finance,
Economic Survey, 2015-16). Poor health of workers will negatively
affect their productivity, reduce labour force participation and cost
the economy in terms of loss of production (Pacheco and Webber,
2011). According to Bloom and Canning (2000) health can affect
productivity in four ways: a healthy labour force may be more
productive because workers have more physical and mental
energy and are absent from work less often; individuals with a
longer life expectancy may choose to invest more in education and
receive greater returns from their investments; with longer life
expectancy, individuals may be motivated to save more for
retirement, resulting in a greater accumulation of physical capital;
and improvement in the survival and health of young children
may provide incentives for reduced fertility and may result in an
increase in labour force participation —which may, in turn, result
in increased per capita income if these individuals are
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accommodated by the labour market. In another study conducted
by Bloom et al. (2001), it was found that health has a positive and
statistically significant effect on economic growth. It is evident
therefore, that the investment in the form of provision of improved
health facilities will enhance the efficiency of human/population
particularly for labour surplus nations like India.

The studies mentioned in this review paper confirm that the
public sector procurement is efficient and the reason behind this
can be the competitive nature of pharmaceutical industry in India.
In the case of private sector, the price of only high-end antibiotics
was more than 7 times the MPR, otherwise the highest MPR for
LPGs was 3.12 and for IBs 4.71. But if the difference between the
procurement rates and private sector LPGs prices is analysed
carefully, we can say that this price gap can be and should be
narrowed down by taking into account the margins or different
mark ups involved in deciding the final retail price of a medicine
(Kotwani 2007). India is famous for being the lowest-price generic
manufacturer in the world. This advantage should also be
reflected in terms of private sector medicine prices. Since in India,
we have mainly generic versions for all medicines, they are also
known as 'branded' and 'branded generics' and IBs are also pooled
with 'branded' medicines (Kotwani, 2011) and therefore it is very
important to bring their prices to a more reasonable level.
According to the ranges given by Gelders et al. (2006), the studies
added in this review paper confirm the medicine availability
ranging between very low to fairly high in the public sector. In the
private sector it ranged between very-low to low and fairly high to
high for I1Bs and LPGs respectively. The availability of generic
drugswas greater than their branded/ innovator counterparts.

In the case of medicine affordability, it is found that all generic
medicines are affordable for lowest paid unskilled government
workers (with only Ceftriaxone being an exception) (Tripathiet al
2005). We have to interpret the medicine affordability results
keeping in mind that medicines are affordable, only for those
people who are earning those minimum wages. In India 39.79per
cent of the population is working/ employed in the public and
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private sectors of the economy. Only 29.58 million of the working
population is in the organized sector (Labour Bureau, 2017) and as
far as the lowest paid unskilled government workers are
concerned, they comprise a very small segment of this working
class (almost 1/4th of the public sector workers)(Nagaraj,2014). A
large number of workers are employed in the unorganized sector
and earn less than the lowest paid government workers and also if
more than one dependent (non-working) family member is
suffering from a disease, the medicine affordability measured by
thiscriterion is under-estimated.

Since, the public sector health facilities are the primary source
of medicines for the poor population and availability of free
medicines is very crucial for achieving universal health care, the
level of medicine availability in the public sector must be increased
and drug stock should be maintained in each facility. Every Indian
state follow an independent mechanism of procurement of
medicines and various different kinds of drug procurement
methods have been implemented in Tamilnadu (mixed
procurement system), Kerala (centralized system), Punjab and
Haryana (decentralized system) and Rajasthan for achieving
universal health coverage (Prinja et al 2015).The medicine
procurement systems adopted by each state has its own
advantages and drawbacks. So the existing medicine procurement
systems should be evaluated at a broader level and procurement
price reducing systems such as pooled procurement should be
adopted. Patients should be made more aware about the prices
and quality of generic medicines so that if they have to buy a
medicine in the private pharmacy, they can save their money or at
least buy it within their financial constraints. A study by Singalet
al(2011) found that price to patients for branded medicine was
higher (14 to 41per cent) than the 'branded-generics' equivalents
whereas the quality of branded and branded-generics was found
to be same. And also, since generic substitution is not legal in India,
the awareness of the patients regarding the inter-changeability
between generic and branded products will help in improving the
affordability. The doctors and medicine prescribers should be

Research Journal Social Sciences, 27,1&2 (2019) : 207-225



Essential Medicines,Availability and Affordability in India: 221
An Analysis of Existing Studies

motivated to prescribe generic drugs. Similarly programmes such
as 'Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Scheme' should be
made more effective in rural and remote areas of the country. The
number of this kind of generic medicine stores should be
increased. It was observed that patients in rural India can have
better medicine access if they are available at lower prices and will
prefer to buy generic medicines if it is advised by the physician
(Dongre and Mahadevappa, 2010). The Drug Price control order,
2013 while broadening its ambit of medicines comprising different
therapeutic categories will too go steps further in ensuring the
affordability of medicinesin the country.
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'Modernity and Changing Social Fabric' is a collection of essays
focusing on the states of Punjab and Haryana, the huge territory of
undivided Punjab before the reorganization of the states on
linguistic basis. With a predominant agrarian economy and
attitudes associated with and driven by agricultural and landed
practices, the emphasis of this book is on the region as a continuum
rather than two separate entities. It therefore brings to sharp focus
as to what constitutes a region, surmounting differences of identity
and geographical boundaries which are fluid and keep changing
every century or so.

In their introduction, the editors clearly state their priorities in
this compilation by problematising the idea of modernity vis-a-vis
regionality. Should we perceive modernity as an opposing binary
to tradition that is located in the everyday reckoning? Snehi and
Baghel conceive modernity as experiential, which is
comprehended in the dynamics of everyday life, essentially in the
timeframe of the present. Modernity is to be understood therefore
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in the strategies of 'self-making, positioning, and prioritizing'. The
editors explain their emphasis on region because of Punjab-
Haryana being historically ‘inter-connected zones' where
everyday life is defined by the 'pathology of extreme violence'. The
regions' 'many moment of modernity' has influenced its
engagement with caste, self, religions and language through a
‘complex of' agrarian transformation, identity politics,
colonialism, war and nationalisms. | wish to point out that this
inter-connection however extends to Jammu, Kangra, and the
western-Punjab as well—which could have further nuanced and
enriched the debate. But we must accept that there are limitations
of space and these may be the focus of the next book.

Apart from the introduction by the editors, the book consists of
fifteen interrelated essays, which are conceived in five parts:
‘Landscape of modernity'; '‘Caste hegemony and the question of
self'; 'Land, labour and agrarian crisis’; 'State, institutions and
inheritance’; and, 'Migration, Diaspora and identities'. In the first
essay of the part-l, Sanjay Sharma locates the region beyond
physical geography, culture, and territoriality and in the human-
political landscape formed by the struggles of social classes and
communities influenced by the distinct modes of production. The
combination of all these configures the 'modernist project’. He
concludes that the regional assertion, which can be disruptive,
‘cannot stymie the modernist project’ of nation-building.

Navprit Kaur, in her essay on the modern city of Chandigarh,
conjures a space of 'multiple cities' within a city which segregates
on the basis of class and gender. She narrates how Nehru's
Chandigarh was built upon the displacement and struggles for
compensation of the Jat farmers, yet raised the hope of the landless
and service providing rural classes of this area. She discusses how
the planning of roads segregated the sections of the society and
became the devise for control and protocol and how the upper and
middle classes inhabitants celebrated the cleanliness mirroring
their notions of purity and pollution-less. Finally, using the trope
of popular culture, Navprit discusses how the Punjabi males
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distance themselves from their rural bonds in the modernity of the
city, with its westernized outlook and trappings. Her essay posits a
disjunction between modernity and tradition, and questions the
notion of modernity. The confounded notion of tradition and
modernity is further emphasised by Mahima Manchanda, who
interrogates the 'modernist’ idea of women's education by
documenting the Sikh women's college of Ferozepur that sought
westernized outlook while being firmly rooted in the local
religious-cultural ethos. This led to the homogenization and
codification of exclusive religious-cultural identities and
rethinking of gender relations within the communities. This
project however emulated the Victorian ideals of English
speaking, educated homemaker and companion, well grounded in
religious instruction, who would raise good 'religious’ children
and become a better wife.

Theessaysin partlland Il are interrelated, though the focus of
the firstis on Haryanaand the second on Punjab. Bhupinder Yadav
comments on the modernity of Haryana Jats and differentiates
between westernization—expressed through materiality—and
modernity, which is located in ideas and emotions. Jat modernity
is narrowed into three concepts of dignity, individuation, and
accountability. What these concepts are are however left
undefined. Ajay Kumar furthers the outlook by focusing on the
Khaps and history of gotra marriage by taking a peep into early
past. Needless to say that exogamic gotra are basic to most
communities that regulate marriage, which become a bone of
contention in Haryana where these are regulated by the Khap
leaders who are mostly rich landlords. While Khaps are the
symbols of tradition the inter-caste love marriages, the idea of
modernity challenge their control over the agrarian-cultural
traditions.

The three essays on Punjab rural economy are related to labour
and agriculture crisis. Manjit and Taylor details the changing
contexts of the bonded and 'unfree' labour which has moved away
from the caste bonds. Thisis primarily because of the pressure built
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by the OBC and SC electoral politics that has challenged the
traditional structures of authority and curtailed the power of elites
to conjure bondage. However, they warn, that as long as the
‘globalising’ forces concentrate the control of resources in the
hands of few, while a section of the population stays backward,
illiterate and poor, such marginalisation will stay. The skewed
control over resources is analysed further by Singh, Kinger, and
Sangeet. They locate the current agriculture crisis in Punjab in the
declining share of agriculture in GDP, diminishing returns to
farmers, decreasing workforce, and depesantization, along with
indebtedness. This has triggered suicides by farmers in recent
years, a theme that is then taken to the landless workforce by
Vishav Bharti. He finds that reduced workdays, stagnant wages
and debt as the reason for such suicides. However, he thinks that
some measures like MNREGA, Atta-dal schemes are instrumental
in the assertion of the rights by the landless against the oppression
of the landed-classes and provide some hope against distress
caused by suicides.

In the first of the three papers of part-1V, Jatinder Singh
guestions the institutionalisation of dissent by the state. Working
with the data from Punjab, he argues that the Indian state provided
certain fundamental rights, albeit with conditions. Since the social
fabric of the Indian society was inherently unequal, the conditional
rights demonstrate the dilemma of modernity. The exclusion of
‘class’ from the articulation of modernity by the state encouraged
the process of identity formation around castes. The caste based
configurations foreclosed the possibility of radical challenge to the
structures of power. The rights in land and housing are explored
in a forceful essay by Gopalyer. This is one of the two essays in the
collection that focuses on both Haryana and Punjab, and analyses
why the land reform acts failed in the redistribution of land to the
disadvantaged section by the rich landholders. Moreover, how
'reverse-tenancy' has been used to defeat the purpose of land-
ceiling that has in fact decimated the small and marginal farmers,
particularly in Punjab. Similarly, how the encroachments by the
rich and the lackadaisical approach of implementing agencies has
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frustrated the distribution of village common-land to the marginal
sections. Yet in the area of housing, he finds that Haryana has a
better policy and implementation than Punjab. lyer draws our
attention to the fact that globalisation and agrarian crisis has
further distressed the small farmers and led to 'pauperization’
while spiking the suicide rate, which is more accentuated in Punjab
than Haryana. Promulgation of SEZ has also threatened the land-
owners and agriculture labour. This witnessed massive resistance
in the Punjab, which ensured better land price for urbanities,
though farmers in Haryana have been resisting the sale of land
evenathigher price.

In the last paper of this section, Prem Chaudhry, discusses the
important issue of claiming inheritance by women in Haryana, the
rights that were first vested in the 1956 Hindu Succession Act. She
goes back to analyse how this was resisted by the Khaps.
Significantly, the 2005 act was promulgated to remove lacunas of
the existing provisions despite the stiff resistance of landed
patriarch and tacit political support. Now with the growing
urbanisation, rising land prices and the changing socio-political
economy are challenging the old values of son's rights and
succession. Even though the dominant opinion remains
unsympathetic and political and executive prohibitive and
obstructive, the women are noticeably coming forward to claim
theirrights.

The last section deals with Diaspora and migrations. Radhika
Chopra uses the metaphor of ours/others (apne/praye)—
belonging/alienation—to document the making of Punjabi
community in Southall that bore the brunt of the 1979 riots by the
others—the British. The lone 'white' male who sacrificed his life in
fact became symbolic of 'other' as 'our'. This in turn became the
metaphor of transition in the making of self, acommunity, which is
again used by Radhika in the articulation of community-in-
diaspora after the 1984 siege of the Golden temple followed by
Delhi riots. The traumatic event of 1984 left the community
traumatised, betrayed by 'ours'. Even as the community came to
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terms with the new homeland in diaspora, it used the traditional
symbols of funeral procession and mourning of the dead to
commemorate the sense of betrayal as well as to register its protest.
The idea of community-making in diaspora is furthered by Anjali
Gera, who analysis the transformation of Bhangra performance
that celebrates the Jat Sikh identity and leverages it by positing its
centrality to the south-Asian community and its appropriation in
the global music industry. While the advantaged Jats built their
dominance as a group through this genre, the other critical voices
and performers, the dalits drummers or mirasi performers, for
instance, were marginalised, misrepresenting the idea of cultural
Punjab.

The reflection of issues at ‘home' in the identity politics in
diaspora are convincingly mapped by Paramijit Judge. He analyse
the murder of Chamar leader in Vienna as a point that sets off the
community-making by breaking with the larger Sikh tradition and
pivoting the Ad-dharma community around its own ‘distinct
sacred book'. The event had significant influence on reordering the
class relationship with the landholding castes in Punjab as well as
reorganising and cohering the class and religious distinctions
among the Chamars. The community making however transforms
the Chamars as an exclusive caste, distinct from other Dalits, which
the author asserts is key 'to the attainment of a higher status in the
Punjab society'. The perception of status however does not account
for the way sexualities are treated within the communities of caste.
Diepirieye Kuku-Siemons maps the modernity of homophobia in
the post-colonial contexts. He analysis two cases from Punjab and
Haryana to delve on the role that the 'public space' plays in
constructing 'normative masculinity’. He argues that the
queerness disrupts the hetro-normative, the embodied sense of
normality that targets inter-gender sexualities. These 'others' are
often targeted by name calling—janana-effeminate, faggot, or
sissy—thus psychologically scarred by public rebuke. Kuku-
Siemons conceptualise these abuses as acts of disciplining, that he
projects into as accepted justifications for child-beatings or wife-
beatings, which precludes the mutuality in relationships, yet is
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celebrated in public discourse.

The book covers a huge range that shapes the everyday life:
economy, caste, community, labour issues, sexualities, and gender
rights. It starts with an encouraging note seeking to configure
Punjab and Haryana as an inter-connected region. However,
barring two essays by lyer and Kuku-Siemons, all the essays are
exclusively on Punjab or Haryana. The selection is skewed as there
are only three, of the fifteen essays, on Haryana, dealing with Jats,
Khaps, and women inheritance. Significantly, the issues and crisis
of agriculture, farm labour, indebtedness, and farmers' suicide are
common issues that have been explored only in Punjab. How
different are these in Haryana would have provided an interesting
comparison and context. For instance, honour Killing in Punjab
could have been explored also in Haryana, as also the making of
landed Jat community in Punjab as in Haryana. Similarly, the
issues of Dalits and marginalisation echo similarly in both the
rural-scapes, irrespective of religious differences. We must
however bear with the editors since the book is an outcome of a
conference and perhaps had little control over the choice of subject
and area.

The area of region and state finds larger space and
conceptualisation than the articulation of modernity in this
compilation. Modernity is not seen as an urban and post-industrial
phenomenon, but is located in the 'everyday' moments of rural
India that is mechanised yet driven by the migrant labour. This in
itself is laudable, as we have scantly interrogated modernity out of
urban spaces. The contexts and concepts discussed moreover
remain the same—the ideas of caste, agriculture production,
stratification, community making and marginalisation. In many
essays the analysis is shaped by structuralism, having a distinct
economic determinism where discussion is geared towards class
characteristics, modes of production and ownership of means. In
most cases, modernity and modernization needs qualification just
as tradition needs to be clearly defined, not withstanding Yadav's
definition of Modernity on unqualified norms of dignity,
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universalization, and individuation that begs for clarity and
context, without which these norms make little sense. Mostly, in
the essays, tradition is used as opposite to modernity. | must
remind that tradition isalso an articulation that is often an outcome
of modernity. The goal-post of tradition keeps changing over time.
Thus, what constitutes tradition needs to be explicitly stated and
contextualised. For example, Mahima's essay is as much about the
making of tradition as of modernity, just as Navprit locates
tradition more than modernity in the 'modern-city'. We should
however commend the editors for making a valiant attempt in
contextualising modernity in the everyday experience and
organising the book keeping with that in mind.

The book is useful and welcome for the range of topics
analysed that coheres around the broad theme of modernity and
change in Haryana and Punjab. There have been rare studies that
have seen Haryana and Punjab as one social and economic entity,
particularly after the Indian Independence. The conception of this
book debunks the notion of political state boundaries and affirms
that the territoriality of social, cultural, and economic categories is
more useful and viable space for analysis. The spatial inter-
connectedness, it is hoped, provides better frame for analysis in
and might become a torchbearer for a similar understanding of
other regions, transcending the narrow administrative units and
their boundaries. Further, the book also sets a tone for
understanding modernity in the every-day moments of agrarian
society where changing perceptions and attitudes spar with the
perceived notions of what constitute the rural world. What
constitutes modernity, where to locate modernity, remains a
challenge and this books bares some of the issues, which | am sure
will coax other researchers to take up in earnest. This book is an
essential read for those grappling with the issues of social change
and rural dynamics. | have no hesitation in recommending this
book, both to the students and researchers, who wish to
understand the changing rural-scape of post-colonial north India.
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Social exclusion in the Indian context is multifaceted and
multidimensional, in view of the social categories of caste, class,
gender, region, language and religion. The book under review is
based upon an empirical analysis of the interface between caste,
gender, class and region. Beginning with the etymology of the term
‘Dalit’, diverse conceptualizations of social exclusion and inclusion
are discussed by the author, providing an adequate backdrop to
the study. Spread over seven chapters, the work addresses the
issues of social exclusion and inclusion of Dalits in the state of
Punjab, in terms of the intersectionality primarily between caste
and gender. The author has synonymously used the terms 'Dalits’,
'‘Scheduled Castes' and 'Untouchables'.

The rationale of locating this study in Punjab is given in terms
of relatively higher proportion of Dalits at 31.94 per cent in the total
population of the State, according to the 2011 Census. The strength
of the study lies in a very elaborate methodology adopted, wherein
four regions in Punjab, i.e. Doaba, Majha, Malwa and Kandi, were
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chosen out of which 8 villages have been extensively studied.
Mixed methods approach was employed, using triangulation
method. Both quantitative and qualitative techniques have been
used, thus capturing the ground reality quite comprehensively.
415 households, by selecting at least 50 from each of the 8 villages,
were covered in fieldwork. In addition, 21 case studies of Most
Depressed Scheduled Castes were also conducted, which actually
bring out the extent and kind of discrimination suffered by these
communities. The author has done a good job by underlining the
heterogeneity within the Dalits in Punjab, thus pointing at the
disparities existing within the community.

The author presents an impressive review of the empirical
studies conducted all over India in general and Punjab in
particular, specifically on the Scheduled Castes, in terms of their
status, problems confronted by them and the process of social and
occupational/educational mobility over the years. The literature
indicates a greater social exclusion of Dalit women in comparison
tomen, in terms of implementation of Constitutional provisions, as
well as subject of social science research. Citing Hershman (1981),
the author highlights the neglect of the ground reality of casteism
in Punjab by modern anthropologists and then goes on to discuss
the exclusion and resultant discrimination of Dalits/Scheduled
Castes/Untouchables in Punjab in cultural, political, economic,
spatial and social spheres. As per Census 2011, more than 73% of
the Scheduled Caste population in Punjab was living in rural areas,
with a literacy rate of about 65%, against the total literacy of 76% for
the State as a whole. The study covered 15 dalit castes residing in
Punjab, i.e. Mazhabi Sikh, Ad-dharmi, Balmiki, Barar, Bawaria,
Bazigar, Doom, Gandhila, Od, Rai Sikh, Ramdasia, Sansi, Sikligar,
Sirkiband and Sarere. The analysis based upon both the
quantitative and qualitative techniques, highlights the fact that
Dalits in the study areas of Punjab have by and large have
remained excluded/segregated with regard to places of worship,
cremation grounds and residential areas. With most of these
communities having remained dormant over the years, only the
Ad-dharmis among the Scheduled Castes were found to be
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asserting their identity, particularly in term of a separate religion.
An interesting contribution of the book is the revelation that
Scheduled Castes in Punjab constitute a highly heterogeneous
category, with huge variations therein.

An upward trend in educational profile among Scheduled
Castes has been noticed, in terms of intergenerational mobility,
though the dropout rate was found to be much higher among them
in comparison to their counterparts from upper castes. Emigration
to other countries was found to have a positive impact upon the
Dalit families, as the study reflects status enhancement among
these families in terms of modern lifestyles, elevated status and
higher self-perception. However, these being only a few
individual cases, migration has failed to lift the Dalits on a mass
scale. Menamong Ad-dharmis in Doaba region and Mazhabi Sikhs
in Majha region were predominantly found to have migrated
abroad, while there were hardly any such cases in other castes
studied. The State schemes and developmental programs were
hardly found to bear fruit, in case of Dalits in Punjab, mainly for
want of sufficient educational opportunities in the villages, apart
from acute poverty. A sizeable proportion among the households
studied were below poverty line, thus indicating their economic,
social and political marginalization. Although the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment Act has brought the Dalits into
political mainstream to some extent, Dalit women are yet to see
light of the day, as reflected in the study. The work brings out the
stagnation at the level of poorest of the poor among Dalits,
especially inthe rural set up, mainly owing to lack of resources and
channels of mobility.

The analysis of 21 case studies of the Most Depressed Dalits
give out some interesting facts. In all these cases, a convergence
between economic, political and social exclusion was conspicuous,
with women as the worst sufferers. There were hardly any cases of
international migration among these cases, thus indicating a
stagnant social and economic status. Ad-dharmis and Mazhabi
Sikhs were relatively better off in comparison to other Scheduled
Castes, while Ad-dharmis and Balmikis were the most indebted
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Dalits. Upward occupational mobility was quite restricted, mainly
found among the Ad-dharmis, and to some extent among the
Mazhabi Sikhs and Ramdasias.

Interestingly, inter-caste marriages were forbidden among the
Scheduled Castes and a strong resistance to these has been found
by the author. Any out of caste marriages met with strong
resistance, thus indicating strong caste consciousness.
Geographically, these castes were still segregated at ecologically
marginal spaces within the villages, thus continuing with the
tradition of physical marginalization. This segregation was found
evenin places of worship and cremation grounds. A mere 5% of the
415 Dalit households approached in the study owned any land,
which pointed at the problem of landlessness leading to their
economic and social deprivation. Political empowerment had
failed to take off due to the persistent caste and patriarchal
structures in rural areas. While sex ratio was higher among Dalits,
it hardly got translated into gender equality and women's
empowerment. Literacy rate was even lower among them, most of
them dropping out of school very early. The study lists
landlessness, lack of educational infrastructure, lack of
employment opportunities and caste discrimination, as the major
causes for the continuous pathetic status of Dalits in Punjab.

The author, while concluding his study, makes some pertinent
recommendations for amelioration of the situation. Important
among these is the need for empowering the Dalits, bringing out
the Dalit Human Development Report, building up an Inclusive
and Quality educational infrastructure, Separate policies for most
depressed castes and women and working for Dalit consciousness.
The book is a must read for all researchers working on social
exclusion, multiple identities and marginalization. It sensitizes the
reader to the ground realities in the twenty first century Punjab ina
lucid and analytical manner.
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